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Do you want to shape 
urban futures?

What is a city and who are the key actors in urban development? 
How do cultural, political and economic conditions define urban 
life? How can we develop innovative, collaborative and sustainable 
approaches to urban challenges and possibilities?

This programme studies Nordic urban planning in a global  
context and its distinctive perspectives on urban sustainability, 
 liveability, mobility, ‘smart’ cities, welfare, empowerment and more.

Taught by leading researchers from Roskilde University (Denmark), 
Malmö University (Sweden) and UiT The Arctic University of Norway, 
you will develop international and interdisciplinary perspectives on 
urban planning and development.

You will also gain expertise in a range of research and communica-
tive skills suitable for employment in private or public organisations 
working with cities and their futures.

Malmö University
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Distinctive features of the programme 

> Draws on the distinctive research and teaching 
strengths of the three universities, while allowing im-
mersion in a wide range of cities and planning cases.

> Develops skills in working collaboratively and ima-
ginatively with other students as well as with diverse 
communities, organisations, companies and munici-
palities. 

> Offers flexibility by combining core training with op-
portunities to specialise, including in terms of where 
to research your thesis.

> Provides training in appropriate theories and qua- 
litative methods as well as techniques of spatial 
visualisation and geographical information systems, 
including though an optional field course on Arctic 
cities and their planning.

> Emphasises creative and experimental methods as 
well as problem-oriented project work for addressing 
planning issues.Should the areas around the city of Tromsø be developed for tourism, 

or could we plan for alternative futures of Arctic landscapes?

Might these floating and solar-driven apartments be a housing solution for 
students? Urban Rigger project in Copenhagen, by Bjarke Ingels Group

How can we ensure liveable cities and affordable housing for everyone?
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Roskilde University
With 6900 students, the university is ranked 97 in the Times 
Higher Education Young Universities Rankings. The campus 
is located just a 25 minute train-ride from Copenhagen, 
where most students live. Copenhagen has been nominated 
as among the world’s most liveable cities. Roskilde Uni-
versity’s primary objective is to contribute to experimental, 
innovative forms of research, learning and problem-solving 
that contribute to society’s development.  

UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
This northernmost university of the world is located on the 
edge of the Arctic. With 17,000 students, the university has 
special interest in issues of increasing global importance 
and public concern associated with the Arctic, including 
climate change, the exploitation of resources and environ-
mental threats. Studying here makes it possible to combine 
a high quality learning and student environment with expe-
riencing wild nature and the urban life of Tromsø.      

Malmö University
Malmö University is an innovative international institute of 
higher education with 24,000 students. It is characterised 
by global engagement and community involvement, and 
by a multidisciplinary approach to education, research and 
collaboration that seeks to work with external partners to  
address future challenges. The university is located in the 
centre of Malmø, close to the old town, and just 45 minutes 
by train from Copenhagen.    ROSKILDETROMSØ

MALMÖ
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Study structure

1. semester
Courses and project  work 

at Roskilde University

2. semester
Courses and project  work 

 at either Malmö University or Roskilde University

3. semester
Courses and project  work  

at either UiT The Arctic University of Norway  
or Roskilde University

4. semester
Master’s thesis

at one of the three universities 

It is a requirement to attend at least two universities during the first three semesters.

Nordic Urban Planning Studies is a 
flexible two-year programme that 
combines core training across the 
three universities with opportunities to 
specialise at each. Recognising that 
sustainable solutions for major future 
challenges cannot be solved with one 
professionalism alone, it takes an 
interdisciplinary approach that equips 
you to solve real-life complex pro- 
blems, including through group and 
individual research projects.

The first semester at Roskilde 
University (RUC) provides grounding 
in urban theory and approaches to 
planning. Following the distinctive RUC 
way of teaching, the study structure 
is based on 50% of courses and 50% 
of group project work. In project work 
guided by one of our supervisors, 
you learn how to identify, frame and 
research a problem of your own choice 
with a group of students with similar 
passions and interests to you.

In the second semester you choose
a track from either RUC or Malmö 
University. At Roskilde University the 
focus is on how globalisation and its 
mobilities are transforming cities and 
urban life, and on tools for analysing 

planning processes and working with 
different urban actors. You gain train-
ing in GIS and in a range of participa-
tory, creative and qualitative methods, 
while half of your study is devoted to 
a group project or a project-oriented 
internship.

At Malmö University you develop
proficiencies in identifying, analysing 
and communicating contemporary 
urban challenges and issues, relating 
especially to social sustainable plan-
ning. Methods training is combined 
with an opportunity to develop your 
interests and skills through project 
research.

The third semester emphasises
planning practice as you choose a 
track from either UiT or RUC. At UiT 
The Arctic University of Norway you 
address urban challenges, opportu-
nities and the planning of Arctic cities 
in a global context. That is through an 
Arctic field course, involving methods 
training and exploring urban develop-
ment and planning in Tromsø. Urban 
development and geopolitics of the 
North are also examined in relation to 
macro trends in the Global South.

At Roskilde University you develop 
your planning interests and competen-
cies through either an extended group 
project or internship. This is combined 
with training in urban project manage-

ment and also in ethnography and  
visualisation for planning practice, 
which you develop through working 
with an external organisation or  
company.



1110

Critical Urban Studies (5 ECTS)
This course provides strong foundations for urban and planning 
studies by addressing key theoretical approaches to urban life 
and urbanisation, and by exploring their significance for under-
standing and intervening in contemporary urban processes. 

Liveable Cities (5 ECTS)
Involving collaboration with public and private sector organisa-
tions, this course explores current planning projects concerned 
with improving public space, mobility, sustainability and more. 
Through visiting and researching local cases, particularly in 
Copenhagen, you gain analytical experience and insights into 
real-life challenges.

Approaches to Urban Planning (5 ECTS)
This course addresses planning theories and approaches to 
planning from an interdisciplinary perspective, especially in terms 
of how they enable the analysis and understanding of urban con-
flicts and societal challenges in the Nordic welfare context.

Project: Urban Planning in a Welfare Context (15 ECTS)
Based on working in small groups and supported by regular 
meetings with a supervisor, this project draws on the training from 
the courses to analyse planning processes and/or work with a 
concrete planning challenge of your collective choosing.

Note that course titles and details may be subject to change. 
For the latest programme information, see: www.ruc.dk/nups

Semester 
description

How to create public spaces that accommodate 
co-existence, different  rhythms and activities? Course 
study visit to Superkilen, in Nørrebro, Copenhagen

Your first semester will be at Roskilde University. The semester will 
consist of three courses (5 ECTS each) and project work (15 ECTS), 
as outlined in the following.

1. semester
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Roskilde University: 
Mobility and Globalising Cities

Cities, Culture and Politics (5 ECTS)
The course addresses how urban spaces are being remade through 
processes of globalisation and mobility. It explores challenges for 
urban planning around issues of social diversity and cultural co- 
existence, and competing conceptions of ‘good cities’ along with  
how they might be created.

Methods in Community Planning (5 ECTS)
The course introduces key methods in planning and urban develop-
ment, including participatory, creative and qualitative methods. The 
course equips participants with means of analysing and working with 
planning processes and projects from the perspectives of different 
actors and interests.

GIS and Visualisation (5 ECTS)
The course provides an introduction to digital tools and techniques  
for the collection, analysis and presentation of geographical data  
used for urban planning.

Project: Mobilities and Globalising Cities (15 ECTS)
This small group project involves analysing or designing planning 
processes and plans in a specific case or area, relating to the themes 
of mobility and globalising cities. Students can choose to do an intern-
ship in place of the project.

Malmö University: 
Socially Sustainable Planning 

Catching Urbanity (15 ECTS)
Through workshops, exercises and presentations, this course deve-
lops methodological skills and theoretical understandings of issues 
relating to urban studies. The focus is on how to identify and analyse 
significant urban planning questions and problems, using different 
methods, from GIS to forms of ethnographic research. It also address-
es ways of communicating analyses and perspectives through text, 
image and oral presentation, so as to develop dialogue with urban 
development actors.

Making Urban Studies (15 ECTS)
The course involves an independent research project on an urban 
planning issue, guided through seminars and peer-feedback  
sessions.

In the second semester you choose between either Malmö University 
or Roskilde University (see details below). Note that you must attend  
at least two universities in the first three semesters.

2. semester

“I was interested in having the opportunity to study planning in a new con-
text, where I could learn about the alternative ways that Nordic communities 
approach development and planning issues. I wanted to be able to gain new 
perspectives, ideas, and tools, particularly with regards to winter cities, rural 
development, and community engagement.”
- Harriet Stanford, from Canada 
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UiT The Arctic University of Norway 

Master’s Thesis in Nordic Urban 
Planning Studies (30 ECTS)
An individual or group research 
project, supported by individual and 
group supervision.

In the third semester you choose between either UiT The Arctic University of 
Norway or Roskilde University (see details below). Note that you must attend at 
least two different universities in the first three semesters.

Your fourth semester is focused on writing your master’s thesis. You can 
choose between all three universities in this semester.

3. semester 4. semester

UiT The Arctic 
University of Norway

Arctic Cities Field Course (20 ECTS) 
This course addresses challeng-
es, opportunities and development 
trends in the urban Arctic. Following 
an introduction to field work methods, 
the course explores urban develop-
ment and planning in an Arctic context. 
Participants study first hand the 
contestations of competing futures for 
Arctic cities, attending in particular to 
how planning methods and tools are 
deployed and combined in ongoing 
planning processes, involving conflict 
management and resolution.

Culture, Politics and Planning  
(10 ECTS) 
Through various themes and cases, 
this course explores the significance of 
the interdependence between Global  
North and South, and the value of 
North-South comparison, for address-
ing key policy and planning challenges.

Roskilde University

Live Case Project or Internship  
(20 ECTS)
This project or internship provides 
opportunities to develop urban planning 
interests, skills and profiles through a 
focus on planning in practice. The group 
project may be based on cooperating 
with a company or other planning agen-
cy, and on conducting analysis that can 
be used in consultancy and planning.

Urban Project Management (5 ECTS)
Through  engaging with current cases 
from an integrated perspective, this 
course develops abilities to analyse, 
reflect on and inform aspects of urban 
project management for sustainable 
urban development.

Ethnography and Visualisation for 
Planning Practice (5 ECTS)
Based on collaborating with an orga- 
nisation or company, this course involves 
learning how to conduct consultancy 
work and specifically fieldwork to inform 
planning. It also develops communica-
tion skills.
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Academic staff at Nordic 
Urban Planning Studies
Programme co-ordinating staff include:

Tatiana Fogelman
Roskilde University
Urban citizenship, migration and cities, cities of difference, 
urban temporalities, reflexive urban studies 

Karin Grundström
Malmö University
Urban planning and design, architecture, appropriation, 
housing, everyday life, mapping, mobilities, urban (in)
equality.

Carina Listerborn 
Malmö University
Urban social geography, feminist urban studies,  
neoliberal planning, housing inequalities, urban safety.

David Pinder 
Roskilde University
Urbanisation and the production of space; utopia and ur-
ban planning; mobile and nomadic urbanism; art, perfor-
mance and spatial politics; critical urban theory. 

Torill Nyseth 
UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
Urban planning, place development, and citizen participa-
tion in planning and multicultural cities. 

Lasse Koefoed 
Roskilde University
Urban planning and cosmopolitan urbanism, multicultural 
cities, public space, mobility and immigration, urban securi-
ty politics, critical urban studies.  

Anniken Førde
UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
Place and landscape transformations, tourism dilemmas, 
mobility and cross-cultural encounters, innovation and 
creative approaches to planning and development.

Guy Baeten 
Malmö University
Urban development projects, sustainability and urban 
planning, neoliberalism, housing, smart cities.

Tone Bleie 
UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
Globalisation, rural-urban development and new threats to 
liberal democracy and security, with particular attention to 
international/multilateral institutions, the state, civil society 
and ‘the local’.  
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Career options

Nordic Urban Planning Studies qualifies you for a wide 
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